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Principles for assessing risk of bias 
• No scales 

• Depends on quality 
of reporting (but 
not the same) 

• Judgment 

• Some domains of 
bias are empirically 
proven 

• Outcome specific 

Higgins J et al BMJ 2011, 343. 





















Ratios of odds ratios comparing estimates of intervention effects  

532 trials with inadequate or unclear allocation concealment versus 272 trials 

with adequate concealment 

Wood, L. et al. BMJ 2008;336:601-605 
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•It prevents selection bias in 
intervention assignment by 
protecting the allocation 
sequence before and until 
assignment 
 

•It can always be successfully 
implemented regardless of 
the study topic  
 

•It seeks to prevent performance 
and detection bias by protecting 
the sequence after assignment 
 
 
• Not always feasible – for example, 
in trials comparing surgical with 
medical interventions 



















Ratios of odds ratios comparing intervention effect estimates in 314 non-blinded 
trials versus 432 blinded trials.  

Wood, L. et al. BMJ 2008;336:601-605 






















